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This booklet provides information on the graduate program, for new and continuing students, as well
as members of faculty and staff. It supplements the official information provided by the Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) office, and focuses on information specific to the Department of
Geography. For additional information or questions not answered in this Handbook, please contact the
Graduate Coordinator (who has a workstation in the main office on the A floor), the Chair of GAC
(Graduate Affairs Committee) and/or your supervisor.

2.1. GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES

Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) is the unit responsible for graduate degree programs at
McGill University. Graduate students in Geography are therefore subject to the regulations of GPS as
well as the Department. In particular, students should carefully review the Graduate and Postdoctoral
Studies Calendar (also known as ‘The Red Book’) and general policies on the GPS website. Students
should make a point of becoming familiar with the relevant sections of these documents relating to
registration, thesis format, dates of submission and time limitations within which a particular program
must be completed.

2.2. GRADUATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Within University guidelines, the Department’s Graduate Affairs Committee (GAC) is responsible for
the general supervision of graduate students in the Department of Geography. The committee defines
policy, initiates and reviews programs and courses, and evaluates all applications for admission. It also
makes recommendations for fellowships, scholarships and other awards. Items of business for the GAC
may be submitted by any faculty or student member to the GAC Chair or be presented at any one of its
meetings. GAC consists of the GAC Chair, the Chair of the Department; three graduate student
members elected by the graduate students in residence, to serve for one year; and two Department
faculty members, who serve three-year terms.

Routine administrative matters (including advice on GPS and Departmental graduate procedures) are
handled by the Graduate Coordinator, main office 7" floor, rather than by GAC.

2.3. GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

The Department of Geography has a Graduate Student Society (GSS) which organizes a variety of social
events for graduate students. Consult its website for more details.

GSS is affiliated with the Post-Graduate Students’ Society (PGSS), which receives a portion of graduate
student fees. Through PGSS, delegates are elected to serve on university committees, and are involved
in the organization of social events. Graduate students are automatically members. Graduate student
social life centres around Thompson House (3650 McTavish); a convivial pub, restaurant and meeting
place run by PGSS.



2.4. DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

Student participation on departmental committees allows graduate students to become involved in a
variety of activities that enhance professional development as well as protecting their interests.
Graduate students elect representatives to the departmental meetings and to the Graduate Affairs
Committee, and are always invited to delegate a member for a search committee for faculty positions.
It is vital that these representatives are diligent in reporting and discussing the results of committee
meetings with their colleagues.

3.1. REGULAR STUDENTS (FULL-TIME)

Regular students are those enrolled in a Master's or PhD program, and who are attending classes or
receiving guidance or consultation relevant to their programs from members of faculty. In Geography,
regular students must be registered on a full-time basis; there are no part-time or half-time students.

3.2. RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS

All students in the Master's Program are required to complete 3 full-time terms (18 months) of
residency to complete their program, and must pay full-time fees during this period. See the GPS
website for detailed information on fees beyond this period.

Students who enter at the PhD 1 level must complete four years of residency. Those who have
completed a Master’s degree meeting GPS standards enter at the PhD 2 level and must compete three
years of residency. During these periods, i.e., up to and including PhD 4, students must pay the full rate
of tuition and fees. After this time, fees are reduced to additional session rates until the completion of
the degree. See GPS website for detailed, up to date information on fees.

There are two regular semesters per year (fall and winter) but students may register for the summer
semester under certain conditions.

3.3. ADDITIONAL SESSION STUDENTS

Additional Session Students are those who have completed their requirements of residency. For
example: students who have completed three full-time semesters (18 months) in a Master’s thesis
program; students who were admitted to PhD 1 and have completed eight full-time semesters; and
students who were admitted to PhD 2 and have completed six full-time semesters.

3.4. QUALIFYING STUDENTS

Qualifying students are those required to enrol for one or two semesters before being eligible to enter
a graduate program. Such students must meet the minimum admissions requirements of GAC to be
admitted for a qualifying period. The qualifying period is intended to supplement a student’s
background and experience before the start of a graduate program in cases where GAC deems a
student’s background insufficient for the proposed graduate work but considers her or his application
otherwise meritorious. This option cannot be used to raise a student’s GPA to the University or
Department minimum.



Qualifying students maintain a full course load, normally made up of undergraduate courses. The
courses and expected level of performance (typically A- or better) must be approved by the GAC in
consultation with relevant faculty members prior to registration. Qualifying students are eligible to
apply for acceptance to a graduate degree program in the following year, but completion of a
qualifying year is not a guarantee of acceptance. Courses completed during a qualifying year cannot
subsequently be applied toward a graduate degree.

3.5. VISITING STUDENTS

Visiting graduate students are those who are registered in a degree program at another university, and
who have obtained written permission from both universities to take one or more course(s) at McGill
for credit at the other university. Graduate students wishing to come to McGill to do only research may
do so after acceptance by a supervisor in the Department, GAC and GPS, as “Graduate research
trainees”. The department recommending admission must submit the same documentation as for
Visiting Students but specify “Visiting Research.” These students are charged additional session fee
rates and any course taken will be charged extra at the rate per credit. See: Visiting, Exchange and
Special Students

3.6. SPECIAL STUDENTS

Special students meet the minimum entrance requirements of the Faculty, but are not enrolled in a
graduate degree program. They usually take one (at most two) graduate courses (500 or 600 level) per
term. Special students may subsequently apply for entry to the graduate program, again with no
obligation on the part of the department for their acceptance. Courses completed as a special student
may subsequently be credited towards a graduate degree, with the approval of the GAC and the
Graduate Faculty. See: Special students

Financial assistance for graduate students’ cost of living, tuition and fees, and research expenses is
available from a variety of sources. Students must be proactive in seeking funding as the Department
does not have the resources to fully support all these expenses. Typically, the Department and
University provide some support in the first year of a graduate program, but not in subsequent years. A
student’s support usually consists of some combination of the following:

e University and/or Department recruitment awards and fellowships (first year only)
External and major fellowships (see below)

Teaching assistantships

e Supervisor support (fellowship or research assistantship)

e Personal sources (savings, student loans, etc.)

Canadian citizens and residents are eligible for major fellowships from federal programs such as
SSHRC, NSERC, and CIHR; Quebec residents are eligible for various provincial programs including
FQRNT and FQRSC; non-Canadian students may be eligible for fellowship or loan programs from their
home governments. Students should investigate the fellowship and support options listed on the GPS
web page. Full-time students are limited to 12 hours of paid employment per week during the
academic session whether within or outside the University. Some scholarships impose stricter limits.
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Certain additional restrictions and visa requirements apply to non-Canadian students.

There are a limited number of Teaching Assistant positions available from the Department, and their
allocation is regulated by the Association of Graduate Students Employed at McGill (AGSEM) Union
Agreements. Postings for each semester are made a month or two before the start of that semester,
with supplementary postings for any unfilled positions during the first week of the fall and winter
semesters. Current graduate students must apply formally; some incoming students are allocated a TA
positions automatically as part of their funding package. Application forms are available from the
Graduate Coordinator, 7" floor. See Section 11 for more on TA regulations.

Some degree of student support is often provided by her or his supervisor in the form of a graduate
fellowship or research assistantship (RA). Students should be sure to have a clear and explicit
agreement with their supervisor regarding the varying levels of such support over the course of their
graduate program before they accept an offer of admission.

5.1. ADVISING AND STUDENT SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES
(Also refer to the GPS Guidelines and Policies)

Students are only admitted if a faculty member has already agreed to supervise them. The supervisor
serves as the student’s principal advisor and mentor throughout the graduate program. Students and
supervisors should be in close touch before the student arrives at McGill.

During the first week of September, faculty members are available to meet with graduate students.
Students should take full advantage of this period to obtain advice concerning courses, seminars,
possible thesis topics and research opportunities in the Department.

Within the first year in the graduate program (usually before the second semester) a full committee for
the student is formed by the student and supervisor in consultation with each other.

For Master’s students this consists of one additional committee member, alongside their supervisor
(the committee as a whole = 2 people; the supervisor and a committee member) (see Section 6.1. for
details).

For PhD students, this consists of at least two additional committee members (the committee as a
whole = supervisor plus 2 committee members). PhD students can have more committee members if
they wish. At least 1 PhD committee member should be from the Department (see Section 7.1. for
more details).



5.2. REGISTRATION

Registration periods are clearly established by the GPS, and there are financial penalties for late
payment of fees, so it is very important to consult their schedule. Continuing students are required to
early-register in the spring (from around the 3™ week of March until the around the 4™ week of July).
New students register during the first week of August until the first day of lectures at the beginning of
September.

See the GPS website for detailed information regarding registration. Note that much of this is done via
the online MINERVA system at: Registration.
(Note: MINERVA can also be used to check fee balances and enrolment status).

5.3. CHANGES IN SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF STUDIES

In the rare event that a serious disagreement or incompatibility exists between student and supervisor
and/or advisor(s), either party has the right to ask for a change in supervision and direction of studies.
The initial step in exercising this right is for the person(s) concerned to bring the incompatibility or
disagreement to the attention of the Chair of the GAC, who will notify and recommend appropriate
changes to the GAC. Every effort will be made to resolve the difficulty without detriment to the
student's progress.

Great care is taken during the admission procedures and in the award of financial assistance to ensure
that the work a student proposes to undertake for his or her graduate degree can be well supervised
and supported by the staff and facilities of the Department. A major change in a student's proposed
field of study may mean that the Department can no longer adequately or justifiably provide this
supervision and support. Any proposals for major change of thesis topic or research program must,
therefore, be reported to the Chair of the GAC and to the supervisor. Students should note that major
revisions of the research programs to which they were admitted may result in requests to withdraw
from graduate studies in the Department or, if major revisions are approved, may require additional
courses or new research presentations in the course GEOG-631.

The Geography Department offers both MA and MSc degrees, involving a combination of course work
and individual research, including the completion of a thesis. The research should be self-generated,
and address a significant geographical problem within the student's chosen field of study. The Master's
degree may provide the background for direct entry into a professional career, or may be seen as a
period of preparation for more advanced work at the PhD level. The Department welcomes
applications from students in related disciplines, although a qualifying year or term, or extra course
work, may be required.



6.1. SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF MASTER’S STUDIES

The system of supervision and advising described above (Section 5) provides the basis for the direction
of a student's study program and guidance for thesis research. Direction is provided by the supervisor,
who has foremost responsibility for guiding the student towards timely and successful degree
completion. The supervisor thus has a responsibility to both the student and to the Department. The
supervisor chairs the student’s Supervisory Committee, which must also include one other member.

The Master’s Supervisory Committee must, at a minimum, consist of two faculty members from the
Department of Geography: the student’s research supervisor, who is also the committee chair, and
another member of the Department. This second faculty member often serves as the internal examiner
of the student’s thesis. A third committee member, either from within the Department, from another
department within the university or from another university, is permitted if the supervisor and student
are in agreement as to the necessity of a third member.

Every effort should be made by both the student and the supervisor to involve the other committee
member(s) in the student's progress. In addition to meeting to prepare a study plan for a given
academic year, the following minimum meeting and student presentation schedule should be
observed:

(a) Before January 15 of the first year of study, a committee member has been selected and the
Supervisory Committee has been formed and has met with the student to discuss formative
research plans.

(b) In late April of the first year of study, the Committee meets to evaluate a detailed research
proposal, including field research plans, presented by the student. This proposal (ca. 20 pages)
is a required part of course GEOG-631 and is to be reviewed and marked by the Supervisory
Committee by May 1, fulfilling the requirement of Course GEOG-698 (see 6.2. for more details).
Over the course of the following summer and fall, the student conducts data gathering and
analysis and begins thesis writing.

(c) In the winter term of the student’s second year, the student is required to give a 20 minute
research progress talk in front of his peers and faculty. This talk is usually conducted in front of
the next cohort to enter the program, during a Geog 631 winter time slot. The student's report
of progress in field research, data analysis and preliminary conclusions is reviewed at this time
by his or her committee.

The Supervisory Committee also meets with the student at least once more before the end of
the second year to assess progress in analysis and writing and to finalise thesis structure.

(d) Co-signed Progress Reports are to be completed by all Master’s students and their supervisor
twice a year. These are submitted (in paper or by email) to the graduate co-ordinator who
passes them to the Chair of GAC. A copy remains on the student’s file. Forms are available
here. It is the student and supervisor’s joint responsibility to make sure these forms are filled
in a timely manner. These are taken into consideration for internal funding opportunities.



6.2. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A total of 45 credits (was 48 until 2010), 30 related to the thesis and 15 credits (was 18) related to
course work, must be passed before a Master's degree is awarded. Credits are weighted as follows:

Year 1: 12 credits for four required one-semester courses (“half courses”)
3 credits for GEOG-631 "Methods of Geographical Research"
(was 6 credits until 2010)

6 credits for GEOG-698 "Thesis Proposal"
Year 2: 24 credits for GEOG-699 "Thesis Research"

Students must pass four graduate courses on specific research subjects (in addition to GEOG-631, -698
and -699) selected according to the procedures described below. Students are also, however, required
to attend such additional courses as the student's committee thinks fit, or as required by GAC.
Graduate Faculty regulations define a ‘passing grade’ for a graduate student as 65% (or B-). In case of
failure, the student may be permitted to write a supplemental examination only on the
recommendation from the Department and approval from the GPS. Any student, who has failed a
course required for the degree and does not receive permission to attempt a supplemental will be
required to withdraw from the program.

6.3. COURSE SELECTION

The course GEOG-631 “Methods of Geographical Research” is directed towards early development of
the thesis research, definition of a research question, literature search, and research design. Students
are required to register only once but all graduate students (MA, MSc and PhD) are required to give
two seminars, one at the end of their first term and another one on their formal research proposal
during their second term (Master’s students also note the additional requirement for a talk to GEOG-
631 post-fieldwork, discussed in Section 6.1). All graduate degree students must attend these seminars
during their first year of residence. The proposal, modified if necessary after the seminar discussions
and approval of the supervisor, is submitted to the Supervisory Committee before credit for GEOG-631
is obtained.

GEOG-698 "Thesis Proposal"
GEOG-699 "Thesis Research"

It is a good idea for students to enrol for these as they start their program. The student's thesis
proposal is evaluated by the student's Supervisory Committee with a letter grade, to satisfy the
requirement of course GEOG-698 (6 credits). Deadlines for submission of the proposal (approximately
20 pages) are May 1 for students who entered in September and December 15 for students who
entered in January.

Three of the four required one-semester courses are normally chosen from Departmental offerings. In
exceptional cases, an undergraduate geography course (i.e. course number <500) with additional work
(e.g. term paper, exercises) may be substituted for one graduate course when no suitable graduate
level course is available.
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One course can be taken from outside the Department if it is deemed that no relevant course is
available from within.

The signature of the GAC Chair must be obtained before an undergraduate course or a non-geography
course is substituted in the student's program.

Course offerings at upper levels (-500 and -600) vary from year to year and their availability and times
should be checked on the University Graduate Calendar; see: Red Book, and the Department graduate

page.

Additional courses may be identified as relevant to the degree program. These are commonly known
as 'audit’ courses, but this is a misnomer. At McGill such courses are designated as 'not required'. To
pass a 'not required' course, a student must complete all the course work. In general the taking of 'not
required' courses is not recommended for Master's students.

Occasionally, if an appropriate graduate seminar is not available, a student may undertake an
individual reading course with other members of the faculty, but approval for such a course must first
be obtained from the GAC. Only under exceptional circumstances may a student enrol in an individual
reading course supervised by her or his supervisor. Again, approval must be obtained by the GAC.

Students and supervisors are reminded that it is desirable to maintain a balance between courses
directed specifically to the student's research and those which give the student a broad appreciation of
the setting of the research topic within the field of geography.

The grade of 'K' (incomplete) is given only in cases of unavoidable delay, such as that caused by illness
or a family emergency. Students should be aware that the existence of 'K' grades on their transcripts
seriously compromises their competitiveness in the annual round of grant and fellowship applications.

6.4. MASTER’S TIME LIMITATIONS

GPS regulations specify that Master’s students must complete their degree within three years of initial
registration. Less than full-time students are not accepted in the Department of Geography. After
three years, MSc 4 or MA 4 students may register for one further term, but only if the Department so
recommends. This extension is not automatic and depends on the presentation of clear evidence that
the thesis is close to completion.

6.5. MASTER'S THESIS GUIDELINES

See current GPS Thesis preparation and submission guidelines.

The most difficult program requirement is the preparation of the thesis. Almost all new graduate
students find themselves faced with the same problem of determining what kind of topic is
thesis-worthy. The novice often inclines towards a topic that is too large, and there is often a tendency
to spend too much time on data collection, leading to a thesis that is descriptive and insufficiently
analytical. There is also a temptation to launch into data collection and then analysis without thinking
through the plan in detail. If hypotheses or research aims are not clearly spelled out initially, the
student ends up collecting an assortment of data upon which journalistic skills are used to try to string
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together a plausible 'story'.

The purpose of the Master's thesis is to demonstrate that the student can, with faculty assistance,
design and execute a piece of research. It is not expected that it should necessarily demonstrate
originality of concept or of conclusions; rather, the originality may be in the area of application of
existing methods or theories, or in a comparison of existing methods or theories. But a Master’s thesis
must be based on original research, not summaries of published literature.

A Master's thesis requires a well-defined geographical problem, a clearly stated hypothesis or aim,
objectives/research questions and justification, and includes a brief review of the relevant
geographical and related literature. It contains an adequate analysis of data, and draws logical
conclusions.

While it is the supervisor's role to provide a general idea of what is expected and what kind of schedule
is appropriate, with supplementary input provided by the candidate’s Supervisory Committee, it is the
responsibility of the student to meet the general guidelines set by the Department and GPS.

Length: The manuscript should not exceed 100 pages; or 150 pages including appendices, tables,
figures, etc.

Above all, the thesis should be manageable within a reasonable period of time. Official deadlines for
various stages of the program are provided by the GPS . Ideally, Master’s students plan a program of
24 months' duration to complete the thesis. The following schedule provides recommended deadlines
for a 24-month completion.

6.6. MA AND MSc GUIDE AND TIME LINES FOR COMPLETION IN 2 YEARS.

Note that GPS has various submission deadlines in order, for example, to a) avoid the next term’s fees
or b) to be eligible for the next term’s graduation/convocation. Candidates must be aware that these
deadlines vary and that they are responsible for deciding, in consultation with their supervisor, which
deadlines they choose to meet. See: Deadlines.

IMPORTANT: Also see Section 8 which provides typical time requirements to complete the numerous
steps required between thesis submission ‘In State’(in Department) to the awarding of the Graduate
degree. This lists expands upon those details found in Section 6.1.
> Preliminary research proposal to be submitted to Supervisory Committee by November 30 of
the first year, and brief presentation of topic in GEOG-631 by December 15. First Progress
Report submitted no later than January 15.
> Student presents seminar on thesis proposal to GEOG-631 in April and submits written
proposal to his/her Supervisory Committee by April 15. The proposal is marked by the
Supervisory Committee as the requirement for GEOG-698, along with the Annual Progress
Report by May 1.
> Field work or data collection should start in the summer, followed by analysis in the fall and
winter. In the mid-winter term of the second year, the student is also asked to give a 20 minute
talk on his (her) research progress in front of peers and faculty.
> A first draft of thesis should be submitted to the Supervisor in the spring of the second year
and then to the Supervisory Committee. If the intention is to make fall degree convocation, the
student must submit the completed thesis to the GPS Thesis Office by June 15. To avoid the
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next fall’s registration fees, the deadline to Thesis office is August 31. All relevant McGill GPS
submission deadlines are listed at: Deadlines.

» Nomination of Examiner Form must be submitted for approval by the GAC at least one week
before the thesis is submitted to the GPS office. This form is can be downloaded from the GPS
website at: Nomination of Examiner.

> Internal Thesis submission: the deadline to submit a thesis to the Geography graduate
coordinator (7™ floor) for the ‘Lying In State’ period, is 4 weeks prior to submission to the
McGill GPS for external evaluation.

» During the internal ‘Lying In State’ period, the thesis is reviewed by the supervisor and
“external examiner” (see Section 6.8), and possibly other geography faculty, to decide if it is
ready to be submitted to the GPS Thesis Office and then for formal evaluation. Some changes
may be requested before final submission to GPS. Changes that are required are
communicated to the student via their supervisor. It is very important that students allow
enough time (those 4 full weeks) for this process to take place, and that they then have
enough time to make any required revisions. It is suggested that the in-state manuscript be
considered a “penultimate” draft.

» The student has the right, however, to ask that the thesis, after “lying in state” for two weeks,
and completed in the correct number of copies, be sent unamended to Graduate Faculty,
despite whatever comments may have been received.

> Important Note: Thesis submission can occur during the summer only if arrangements are
made in advance with both supervisor and committee members. Between convocation (mid-
June) and the end of August, faculty members are often away from the university conducting
field work or on summer holidays, such that committee meetings are almost impossible to
schedule during this summer period. Supervisors and committee members have no obligation
to provide close supervision during this period.

6.7. SUBMISSION OF MASTER’S THESIS TO GPS OFFICE FOR EXAMINATION

Guidelines for thesis preparation and submission and all thesis submission forms are available from the
GPS website. In particular, see: Preparation; Submission; Submission forms and style sheets.

The preparation guide should be followed very carefully, since failure to meet its specifications can
result in the thesis being returned, and graduation delayed. The thesis will be inspected for
editorial/formatting corrections prior to forwarding to the examiner, and will be returned to the
student if regulations have not been followed.

Note that this initial submission to GPS for the examination process is by hardcopy of the thesis (not e-
thesis). As of 2011, 1 copy of your thesis goes to the GPS office and 1 copy is submitted to the
Graduate Co-ordinator (7" floor).

Note that there are numerous forms to be submitted to GPS with the thesis copy at this stage:
Submission forms and style sheets. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that these are completed
with appropriate signatures when required. These include (but this list can change):

Nomination of Thesis Examiners Form (fillable pdf file)

Thesis Submission Form (fillable pdf file)

Library and Archives Canada Theses Non-Exclusive License (fillable pdf file)
UMI Form (fillable pdf file)
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o  McGill Library Waiver Form (fillable pdf file)
e Thesis Submission Checklist (fillable pdf file) All 6 forms go to the GPS.

6.8.THESIS EXAMINATION

Refer to the Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies web site, in particular: Thesis Programs.

A Master's thesis is examined by the supervisor and (since 2011) one additional person, the “external
examiner”. See: Procedure for Securing an External Thesis Examiner. For Master’s thesis examination
the “external examiner” will be internal to the Department of Geography.

The supervisor (with consultation with the student) is responsible for choosing and securing the
“external examiner”. The “external examiner” is recorded on the Nomination of Examiners Form. It is
the student’s responsibility to prepare this form. This must be signed by the supervisor and then
submitted for approval by the GAC at least one week before the thesis is submitted to the GPS office.

The “external examiner” gives the thesis a Pass/Fail Grade (which satisfies Geog 699) and this is
accompanied by qualitative evaluations according to various criteria, and usually a comment letter.
These comments are returned to the supervisor. If they include final changes that must be made to the
thesis or suggestions for improvements, these are made by the student in consultation with their
supervisor. It is the supervisor who agrees that the thesis is ready for the final submission.

Final submission to GPS is electronic. For details see: ethesis

Note that again at this stage, certain other forms are required, and steps followed. For example, your
ethics certificate (if applicable) is submitted individually, not as an appendix to your thesis — see GPS
website for more details)

Note: If the research has been carried out at Schefferville or Bellairs, another copy is required (to be submitted
when final corrections are completed). Please talk to Faculty who work at those locales for details.

6.9. SUBMISSION OF PUBLISHED PAPERS AS THESIS CHAPTERS

The GPS guidelines permit one or more chapters of the thesis to be in a form suitable for submission to
an academic journal for publication. This approach is more demanding than it appears, but is
encouraged by some faculty members provided the integrity of the thesis is maintained. Modification
of the published paper is almost always required, to make the thesis read smoothly. GPS guidelines
should be consulted for information on manuscripts and authorship. The thesis must contain an
explicit statement on the contribution of the student and supervisor or, if applicable, other joint
authors.

6.10. UPGRADE FROM MASTER’S TO PHD DEGREE.

The Department permits students to upgrade from the MA or MSc to PhD degree. This opportunity can
occur after 12 months in the Master’s program, after all course work has been completed successfully
and after substantial progress has been made on the Master’s degree research. A recommendation
letter is submitted to GAC by the Supervisory Committee, based on the performance of the student;
and includes a manuscript by the student (e.g. a draft of a submittable paper) demonstrating the
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progress made in Master’s thesis research and a two-page proposal identifying how the research will
develop beyond a Master’s degree. The recommendation is then submitted to the GAC for review and
decision.

If an upgrade is approved, the student is not required to take GEOG-631 again, but is required to
present a seminar on the PhD thesis proposal. The Supervisory Committee may require that additional
courses be taken. The Comprehensive Examination should be taken no later than 12 months after the
upgrade.

6.11. TABLE OF MASTER’S DEGREE COMMITTEES

Supervisory Committee Examination Committee
Supervisor/Chair (Geography faculty member) Supervisor (Geography faculty member)
Committee member (Geography faculty member) | External examiner (Geography faculty member or
Optional: Third member (any department or outside the Department, usually within McGill)
university)

The doctoral degree is the highest official degree recognition of academic achievement within the
university. It identifies the holder as one who has a broad intellectual background as well as highly
specialized training, and is ready to embark upon a scholarly career. The period of study towards a PhD
should provide an opportunity to push one's intellectual ability to its limits, and to become fully
confident of one's ability to address issues and solve problems within a chosen field. By the time the
degree is awarded, it should be recognized that an original contribution to knowledge has been made.

The PhD, therefore, is more than the completion of a thesis. The thesis is a major component, of
course, and its completion represents the major commitment of time and effort towards achieving the
degree. The degree is awarded, however, not to the thesis but to the candidate, who must be deemed
to have sufficient scholarly merit, sufficient general background as well as creativity and critical insight,
to warrant receipt of a doctorate. The doctoral program should be structured, therefore, to include the
thesis as well as courses and seminars, participation in scholarly activities such as conferences and
symposia, publication, consultation with advisors and whatever other activities are recommended by
the committee as being necessary for the candidate to achieve her or his fullest potential as a scholar.
PhD candidates should also recognize that it is these general qualities that will be considered by
prospective academic employers.

7.1. SUPERVISION, SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE AND DIRECTION OF PHD STUDIES

Research direction is principally provided by the supervisor who has direct and hands on responsibility
for guiding the student towards timely and successful degree completion. The supervisor thus has a
responsibility to both the doctoral student and to the Department. Outside co-supervision is possible
but the Geography Department can exert no claim on such a co-supervisor’s time and degree of
involvement and thus does not requ